[Total graft replacement of the thoracoabdominal aorta with reconstruction of visceral branches, intercostal and lumbar arteries in expanding chronic dissecting aneurysms of the thoracoabdominal aorta].
Four patients with expanding chronic dissecting thoracoabdominal aneurysm underwent total replacement of the thoracoabdominal aorta with reconstruction of all visceral branches, intercostal and lumbar arteries with the aid of femoro-femoral bypass. During aortic cross-clamping, selective celiac and both renal arteries perfusion was performed to prevent the organ ischemia. Somatosensory evoked potentials monitoring or spinal cord evoked potentials monitoring was also performed to detect the spinal cord ischemia. Surgical technique employed in this series was direct anastomosis of onlay patch graft to the normal true lumen from which visceral branches and intercostal and lumbar arteries arise. The celiac artery and left renal artery arise from the false lumen in some cases were reconstructed with graft interposition or direct anastomosis to an opening made in the onlay patch graft. All patients survived the operation, and are leading normal life late in the postoperative period except one who developed partial paraplegia. Total graft replacement of the thoracoabdominal aorta may be a valid technique for the treatment of expanding aneurysms of the dissecting thoracoabdominal aorta.